  STATEMENT FOR G-7 LEADERS - May 25, 2004 

We are the largest alliances of humanitarian and development nongovernmental organizations in the G-8 nations, speaking on behalf of over 1,500 groups supported by millions of citizens in our respective countries. We have come together out of concern for those who will be so greatly affected by the decisions you make this year in the United States, and next year in the United Kingdom, but who regrettably cannot be there to address you directly.

Our work on the ground in all the developing nations of the world affords us a unique understanding of the challenges faced by citizens of these countries.   There, our member organizations are working to assist the 1.2 billion people who live on less than $1 a day; the 800 million people who go to bed hungry every night; the 115 million children who are unable to attend school; and the 1,400 women who die each day because they don’t have access to basic healthcare during pregnancy and childbirth.  

As you debate the geostrategies for enhancing global stability, we ask you to remember that many of you have made convincing public cases in support of effective, accountable development as an essential part of any policy. You have said individually and collectively that working to reduce poverty serves all nations’ interests, and honors the principle of individual dignity on which our countries were founded. Yet, national development policies and budgets do not reflect those commitments. 

It is difficult not to question the balance between the allocation of funds for national security and for international development, neither of which is likely to be achieved if the other fails.  More equilibrium between these allocations is needed and not unrealistic, particularly in light of your pledges to assist people in the world’s poorest, most fragile nations. 

We applauded your leadership four years ago at the U.N. General Assembly when you joined 181 other countries in endorsing the Millennium Declaration and Development Goals, a realistic framework for cutting extreme poverty and hunger in half, providing basic education, promoting women’s equality and empowerment, reducing mother and child mortality and combating HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases in developing nations by 2015.  Nations benefiting from the achievement of these goals have pledged to be accountable by having the right policies and transparent governance. The time has now come to uphold the commitments our nations have made and to move from a framework to a specific plan of action.  By working in partnership with each other and with the international community, we can reach these goals. Therefore:

By the G-8 summit in the United Kingdom next year, the same year the international community’s progress towards the Millennium Development Goals will be assessed at a United Nations meeting of world leaders, we call upon you to now:

· Formally place the eradication of extreme poverty as a central agenda item at all G8 meetings;

· Recommit your governments, by specifying concrete strategies and plans, to the achievement of all of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015; and 

· Bring to bear and tailor all the tools necessary for meeting the Millennium Development Goals, including, but not limited to, development assistance, trade policies, debt relief, technology transfer and private investment.
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Sergio Marelli    

President
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President & CEO
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Chair of the Board  

Japan NGO Center for International Cooperation (JANIC)
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